
ANNOUNCEMENT

REGARDING THE REGISTRATION OF ONLINE GAMING OPERATORS

The Minister of Finance brings to the notice of stakeholders that:

1. based on the National Ordinance on Offthore Games of Hazard (Landsverordening
buitengaatse hazardspelen, P.B. 1993, no. 63) (NOOGH). online gaming licenses are
issued by or on behalf of the Governor of Curacao;

2. since December 2019, the Minister of Finance of Curacao has been tasked with the
licensing for and the supervision of the online gaming sector on behalf of the Governor
of Curaçao;

3. since March 2020, the Gaming Control Board Curacao (GCB) has been tasked with the
licensing for and the supervision of the online gaming sector on behalf of the Minister of
Finance of Curacao. However, in practice, holders of online gaming licenses generally
grant a contractual right to third parties established in Curacao. to offer online gaming

services under the existing online gaming license:
4. pursuant to the NOOGH, only entities established in Curaçao that are in the possession

of an online gaming license are entitled to offer online gambling services from Curacao:
5. in order to get a more complete picture of the online gaming sector of Curacao. in the

interest of more effective supervision based on the NOOGH, the Ministry of Finance is
creating an official register of all parties that operate under the existing online gaming
licenses, including all their URLs (Uniform Resource Locator) of the home page, or the
application package in case of mobile applications, that are culTently used for gaming
under a Curacao online gaming license:

6. the registration shall be conducted through an online portal. The registration procedure
shall more specifically require the registration of:

a. the holders of a license as referred to in the NOOGH.
b. the third parties that operate under a license as referred to in the NOOGH.

including the trust company service providers that act on their behalf, all their
activities and the URLs/ applications they use and other details that may be
further specified.

7. the government of Curacao is in the process of modernizing its gambling legislation to
bring it in line with international standards and to adopt a responsible gaming policy that
spans all gaming activities that are and will be licensed in the jurisdiction. The new law
shall establish a single entity that will be responsible for the licensing and supervision on
gaming activities:

8. the new legal framework is expected to go into effect in the second quarter of 2022. The
first gaming sector to be legalized under this new law shall be remote gaming:

9. the government is considering the possibility to temporarily exempt from the new
legislation operators who, at the time that the new law enters into force, offer remote
gaming under a license granted under the NOOGH so that they can temporarily continue
to operate during this period without needing to apply for a license immediately’:

10. the government is aware that a significant number of parties are currently operating
under a license granted under the NOOGH. Hence it is one of the government’s priorities
to safeguard the current business carried out by these parties, as far as they are being

Kindly note that this intention has not yet been approved and formalized and that this is thus
subject to Parliamentary approval. Furthermore, not all formal stakeholders in the legislation
process have reviewed this proposal.
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operated legally. The government would like to see their continued operations from
Curacao in the future. At the same time, the government must ensure that the possible
exemption being granted will not be abused. It is also for this reason that the registration
through the online portal will be introduced.

11. the details for the online registration portal and the requirements to register on the portal
shall be published shortly;

12. you are requested to ensure that all parties that operate under your license are promptly
informed of the above registration requirement.

;ter of Finance

drs. Javier Silvania
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